
A New Word Learned: Damselling

Sounds like @KurtBusiek has had the same experiences talking about #GamerGate as I have:

theouthousers.com/index.php/news… #fracturedfandom

Members of #GamerGate Planned to "Infiltrate" Calgary Expo to Actively Disrupt Panels,

Calgary Expo Has Evicted Them themarysue.com/calgary-expo-g…

It is early Sunday morning, but I already learned a new word that makes me sad: damselling <c>

<c> from what I can tell, and I may be wrong, it is being used by those in #GamerGate to accuse

women of focusing on being victims <c>

@MediaOracle sigh. youtube.com/watch?v=vFdTVM…

<c> or to accuse continent creators of focusing the portrayal of women as victims i.e. damsels.

But the thing is <c>
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<c> we so-labeled SJWs in academia and the arts fight against such portrayals and work to

empower women. <c>

@MediaOracle @KurtBusiek It's like half a twitchy article filled with falsehoods. lol.

<c> if we could just talk and listen to one another instead of shout and posture at one another

then we could all work towards these goals.

@MediaOracle There is no accusation, just facts. Anita just tweets about evil #gamergate while

getting 400k last year.

Also this seems to indicate furthering of tensions as ideologies involved in #GamerGate become

connected to other fandoms #fracturedfandom

@MediaOracle She doesn't even produce any content anymore. Same goes with the other

professional victims.

@MediaOracle Meanwhile, real feminists like Ayaan Hirsi Ali are completely ignored by the

media.
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Trolled the internet, generalized, made assertions, strawmanned arguments, got holier-than-

thou, claimed victimhood @MediaOracle @KurtBusiek

And if I am wrong in what #damselling means them come talk to me about it so I can

understand it from your perspective. #GamerGate

@MediaOracle I apologize I don't know what your referencing.

@MediaOracle ask @girlwriteswhat , @Oneiorosgrip or @Typhonblue .

@GigaWalrus @MediaOracle start reading several tweet below this one

twitter.com/MediaOracle

@MediaOracle what a delusional imagination you have. it's amazing that so many mentally ill

ppl like you have access to the Internet.

@MediaOracle Its the "Princess Peach" trope in Mario... But used in real life by feminists as we

speak. "Women are victims - Patriarchy" etc
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@MediaOracle 2nd Fems: empowering women, being independent and striving for success. 3rd

Fems are saying women are all victims i.e damsels

@MADSwaggger @MediaOracle oh I see, my apologies, I don't particularly see anything wrong

with that definition.

@MediaOracle Hello :) I'm a woman, a feminist and a gamer who supports #GamerGate. Would

you like to talk to me?

@MediaOracle and that women must be helped within the industry (special treatment) simply

because Feminists believe the deck is stacked.

@MADSwaggger @MediaOracle And i agree that if people could sit and talk with one another

that would improve things. Though there is...

@MADSwaggger @MediaOracle problem that lies at the heart of the issue that must also be

addressed.

@Milkym0o so the belief is that there is no systemic bias against women so focusing on such

perpetuates an idea that women are weak?
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@GigaWalrus @MediaOracle I agree. A call for discussion from opposing viewpoints is always

sound advice

@GigaWalrus @MADSwaggger what is this problem at the center that needs to be addressed?

@MediaOracle @MADSwaggger Talking helps work toward a common goal, but if there is

lingering animosity between the speakers, it will...

@MediaOracle @MADSwaggger derail conversation into unnecessary topics. Right now I think

there is a lot of animosity between both...

@MediaOracle @MADSwaggger parties, if we are ever to work together mutually, that animosity

must be agreed to be set aside.

@GigaWalrus @MADSwaggger I have talked with intercultural scholars about how to do this,

but how do you think it could be done?

@MediaOracle @MADSwaggger I imagine scholars have a better handle than I do, but beyond

calling for people to talk with one another I...
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@MediaOracle its not a belief... it's a fact... Under law you can't discriminate based on gender.

@MediaOracle @MADSwaggger think people need to be encouraged to believe setting aside

their differences can lead to a mutually...

@MediaOracle gov.uk/discrimination…

@MediaOracle @MADSwaggger enjoyed end. I think that as much as we encourage people to

talk, we must also encourage them to look...

@MediaOracle @MADSwaggger at any issue in dispute from the perspective of the individual

they are talking to.

@MediaOracle If someone does face legitimate discrimination I'd advise them to seek legal

council.

@GigaWalrus @MADSwaggger I think you just nailed on the head why I want to focus on this as

an issue in need of dialogue...
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@MediaOracle Saying that the deck is stacked against women (systemic bias) presents the idea

that Women are forever victims.

@MediaOracle which is simply NOT true in any shape. Women have equal opportunity, besides

VERY select roles like Front Line Infantry in Army

@GigaWalrus @MADSwaggger we need people willing to engage in a conversation not to win an

argument but to understand others' perspectives.

@Milkym0o true, under law you cannot discriminate, which is good. But that is not the only

system at work in our societies and cultures.

@Milkym0o nor is that law internationally or even faithfully applied in all circumstances, hence

the need for new and better laws.

@Milkym0o I think one of our differences is that feminists are not that advocating that the deck

is stacked against women...

@MediaOracle US: nolo.com/legal-encyclop…
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@MediaOracle What are these magical "other" systems you speak of that deliberately prevent

women entering certain fields?

@MediaOracle @MADSwaggger I agree.

@MediaOracle Sorry but every talk/panel I've heard from Feminists, has never gone in-depth

with male issues. At best given lip service to it

@MediaOracle 3rd Wave Feminists are not for equality, they are for uniformity.

@MediaOracle Conformity*
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@MediaOracle It was tongue in cheek. HBB even said "Decades of devotion". But TMS doesn't

understand humor. Typical.

@MediaOracle Dont need feminism in 21st Century. We need egalitarianism. As stated,

3rdWFems don't stand for equality.

@MediaOracle They claim to be, but actions and wants clearly show otherwise. If a woman is for

equality, better to rock on as an egalitarian
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@MediaOracle "We want to empower all people to be who they want to be." but telling women

they are oppressed by a magical "patriarchy"

@MediaOracle achieves that how exactly?

@SpikePinnedUp Sorry, been a busy morning, what with traveling: I would like to hear from you

-- what is your perspective on all of this?

@Milkym0o My understanding: 3rd wave feminism is about sex positivity and taking control

over one's body. What leads you to your conclusion?

@Milkym0o There is no such thing as magical systems; but there are patterns in cultural, social,

political systems that indicate inequality.

@ReformedSamurai Is this the person to which you referred? theahafoundation.org

@MediaOracle The very same.
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@ReformedSamurai Thank you for the information: I will have to look into her work.

@MediaOracle Please do, because you'll understand why I am frustrated that Anita gets placed

in Top 100 Time while she is ignored.

@ReformedSamurai What would you say you like the most about what she says, about her

approach to feminism?

@MediaOracle She focuses on the the horrific third world issues instead of first world problems.

@MediaOracle In fact, one of her associates was murdered. His name was Theo van Gogh,

stabbed in broad daylight.

@MediaOracle No worries :) I don't want there to be any misunderstandings, can you be

specific? My perspective on which bit?
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@ReformedSamurai I remember that incident. Horrible. And indeed we need to do better

helping women and oppressed people around the world.

@ReformedSamurai Does not mean are not still issues that remain at home. And if we cannot be

strong at home, we cannot be strong elsewhere.

@SpikePinnedUp Well, for instance, this term that started this conversation: damselling. What

is your understanding of it?

@ReformedSamurai And I can agree that focusing so much on something so seemingly trivial

would give feminists a bad name.

@ReformedSamurai But, again, that does not discredit the idea that there are not issues that

remain here.

@MediaOracle There is a certain tendency, in certain circles, to portray women as fragile little

victims, who need a safe space to go to 1/2

@MediaOracle ..so that they won't encounter anything that they might not like. This places them

in a situation of being a perpetual 'damsel'
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@MediaOracle The current trend for attacking and demanding the removal of anything someone

finds 'offensive' is disturbing.

@MediaOracle Does that help?

@SpikePinnedUp Thank you. And you see this happening in the gaming industry and fandom

community?

@SpikePinnedUp How do you see this relating to the issue of cosplay is not consent and the

harassment policies enacted at fan conventions?

@SpikePinnedUp And do you see this damselling as occurring because feminists have argued

that women are oppressed by a patriarchal system?

I agree need for feminism's message is greater around world than in Canada/USA/Europe but

that doesn't mean need has disappeared from there.

@MediaOracle No, I don't see this happening in the gaming/fandom communities. It's more a

case of people who are not part of the ...
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@MediaOracle communities, looking in from the outside and telling us that's how they see it,

without knowing anything about the situation.

Damselling seems to relate to ideology arguing feminism has done enough/gone far enough in

United States and is actually detrimental now.

@MediaOracle We keep hearing that women make up more than 50% of the gaming

community, but instead of taking this to mean that women are

@SpikePinnedUp I have had conversations with men who are proGGers who believe people

should not be victims, that they should toughen up.

@SpikePinnedUp So they argue online exchanges that are insulting and degrading should be

done to help a person toughen up for a harsh world.

@MediaOracle playing the games they like, it is being portrayed that women gamers are

oppressed and crying out for games to play.

@SpikePinnedUp I had a lengthy conversation on the nature of harassment where that came up.

How does that relate to damselling?
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@MediaOracle I think that everyone should remember that feelings should not dictate rights.

Just because someone finds something offensive,

@SpikePinnedUp I have not heard that. I have heard women are playing games they like but

they get pushback when they call themselves gamers.

@MediaOracle or they dislike it, doesn't mean they need to be banned or changed to fit into

their ideal of what it should be.

@SpikePinnedUp I have heard women who play casual and social games being derided because

those are not considered real, legitimate games.

@MediaOracle I haven't ever had any harassment from gamers for being a woman, until Anti-

GG people, of course. The irony of this situation

@SpikePinnedUp Not many call for things to be banned or changed that already exist; only that

we should consider making more diverse things.

@MediaOracle is a) GG really is all about ethics in games journalism & anti-censorship with it

and b) Gamers don't care what sex players are
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@MediaOracle Yes, I've heard that too. I think it depends if you consider a 'gamer' a person who

plays games or someone who identifies as...

@MediaOracle a gamer.

@SpikePinnedUp I am glad you have not experienced it personally, but I have heard stories of

women who have.

@MediaOracle Diversity in games: There is a big difference between wanting diversity and shoe-

horning things in for the sake of it.

@MediaOracle Gamers would love for people who want more diversity to make the games they

want to play. But harassing game developers to

@MediaOracle make games they want them or they will start a smear campaign.

@SpikePinnedUp True but people could think it is shoe-horned it, perhaps because it was

unwanted, it could have been wanted by the producer.
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@MediaOracle I think the problem here is that GG likes facts. I get Anti GG people contact me

and tell me all of the things that GG are....

@SpikePinnedUp Such as reactions to upcoming Fantastic Four movie. Desire for diversity in

characters is real but fans may feel differently.

@MediaOracle supposed to have done to people, but they swear at me and block me when I

politely ask them for some evidence over hearsay.

@SpikePinnedUp So does that mean creative people should always cater to fans, even if those

fans could have biased perspectives?

@MediaOracle Then that's between the producer and the developer and has nothing to do with

anyone else. You know the example I love? GTAV.

@SpikePinnedUp You say GG is about being against censorship, which is good: but saying it is

"shoe-horned in" could be seen as censorship.

@MediaOracle How many times have we heard the terrible ways women can die in that game.

No mention of the vastly higher numbers of men ...
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@SpikePinnedUp Okay, but isn't there those in GG who are harassing game developers to make

the games they want?

@MediaOracle There is a lot of frustration about GG because we honestly can't fathom that

people still believe the 'hate group' line.

@MediaOracle When feminists complain about sexy characters in comics/games/media, paints

a different picture.

@MediaOracle All for 2ndWFems "independent woman", but 3rdWFems is simply female

supremacy. You may not accept/see it as that.

@MediaOracle Think the poll had it at 87% of people don't recognize or back 3rdWFems. Yet it

preaches its for equality and represents women

@MediaOracle When less than 1 in 5 (6?) women consider themselves a feminist.

@MediaOracle Be specific about these systems! Name me three that are in place making it more

difficult for women than men in industries
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@MediaOracle What disadvantage are women deliberately placed under, which men aren't?

What system is this.

@MediaOracle There aren't any rules/laws preventing women. Only women and their mindset

themselves. Hence why damseling is wrong.

@MediaOracle The west is a meritocracy. It's competitive and being told your a "victim" won't

get you anywhere.

@MediaOracle you're*

@MediaOracle @SpikePinnedUp unless it's sugar coated-nerfed-and easy to digest.

@MediaOracle @SpikePinnedUp I think you mean you didn't see or read my replies but you

want me to repeat them.like I said u don't want truth

@SpikePinnedUp @MediaOracle but whatever. keep favoriting her tweets and pretending you're

pro gamergate. have fun in your "safe space". lol
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@SpikePinnedUp @MediaOracle that's because you play the same game she does. your reaction

to my comments were RIDICULOUS.

@MediaOracle I thought you might be interested to see how the SJW agenda shoves itself into

gaming youtu.be/c3SuLs7trNU

@MediaOracle I would give you my email addy if you wanted to talk in an easier format, even if

you just made a throw away Gmail addy.

@GRIMACHU @MediaOracle Yes, I heard the one with Sargon and Geordie Tate. �������� We need

someone more moderate than Tait. He's a nutter.

@MediaOracle Oh and remember you said of course RT isn't harassment? Soooo many SJWs

say it is. Not kidding.'X aggressively retweeted me!'

@GRIMACHU @MediaOracle I've seen Antis say that facts are harassment or worse,

mansplaning. A man giving facts to a woman. *sigh*

@GRIMACHU @MediaOracle The problem seems to be that they hear something, take it as fact

and refuse to listen to anything that challenges it
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@SpikePinnedUp @MediaOracle Maybe we could set up a skype or stream with some more

reasonable people.

@GRIMACHU I was more asking @MediaOracle 	
��
� She's interesting in speaking to GG folks. I

would love to speak to someone who would listen.

@SpikePinnedUp @MediaOracle Not bothered either way. I wish we could find reasonable

people to talk to too.

@GRIMACHU I'm specifically not tagging people in on this convo. I don't know if that is

something you would like me to do? @MediaOracle

@GRIMACHU @MediaOracle every single one of his followers, but not him. For some reason,

she thought that would work. He laughed.

@GRIMACHU @MediaOracle he was attacked all over from the Antis. And the woman who

made the 'Worst Abusers' Block Bot made one that blocked

@GRIMACHU @MediaOracle I've never found one that would. Which is very sad. When

Grummz started a petition to have some peaceful dialogue
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@MediaOracle was enough, got shot of most of their SJW writers and she's now writing for them

:D Good news, at last.

@MediaOracle There was info on her, her parents, her SS number, everything. It was

horrendous. However, a gaming website decided enough

@MediaOracle Here it is >> huffingtonpost.com/2014/12/30/fem… It's sad that the other

woman (Lizzy F) was later stupendously doxed.
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